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SITE PLAN, GROUND LEVEL 1:500

The area associated with the new Munch Museum has at its core one simple intention: 
to connect the city to nature, nature to the city. It conceives the area as a series of in-
terconnected loops of activity. Using a ribbon as its main device, the Museum emerges 
from its site in a smooth, continuous gesture that connects people to the natural at-
mosphere of the fjord as well as to the city of Oslo. The ribbons enclose various spaces 
and activities like intimately well-scaled public spaces, surprising museum galleries, 
and tidal pools that ¯uctuate with the time of day as well as with seasons. It is a simple 
but dynamic act that will create a new, active character along the waterfrontÐa new 
identity for Oslo.

THE BLUE, THE GREEN, THE RIBBON BETWEEN
NATURE AND THE CITY

The area of Bispevika was unbroken, but inaccessible due to the presence of the elevated roadway.
BEFORE: AN ISOLATED WATERFRONT

AERIAL VIEW OVER THE MUNCH MUSEUM AREA FROM THE SOUTHEAST, LOOKING TOWARD OSLO

SITE ELEVATION (EAST) 1:500

AERIAL VIEW FROM THE SOUTHWEST

SITE ELEVATION, EAST 1:500
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By placing the roadway under the water, the spaces on Bispevika are now easily available to the city.
NOW: ACCESSIBLE, BUT FRAGMENTED
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At the urban level, the Munch Museum Area intends to ªstitchº the islands of A11 and B15 to the rest 
of the development. These areas are now made essential to the experience of the city and nature.

NEXT: RECONNECTING THE CITY TO NATURE
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The boardwalk along the waterfront is no longer a linear functional element, but a multi-directional 
ribbon. It splits and encircles spaces and various recreational, cultural, and civic activities. By coil-
ing around on itself, the waterfront ribbon forms the museum and the housing, both of which are 
intimately tied to the Havnepromenaden experience. Thus, the ribbon is a rich combination of nature, 
broad panoramas, urban spaces and exciting activities.

RESULT: THE DYNAMIC HAVNEPROMENADEN
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MUSEUM EXTERIOR, VIEW OF THE OUTDOOR TERRACE

VIEW OF THE MUNCH MUSEUM FROM THE FJORD

AERIAL VIEW OVER THE MUNCH MUSEUM AREA FROM THE NORTH, LOOKING TOWARD THE FJORD

MUSEUM EXTERIOR, VIEW TOWARD THE MUSEUM ENTRY
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MUSEUM WEST ELEVATION 1:200

MUSEUM FIRST LEVEL

MUSEUM GROUND LEVEL 1:200

3

MUSEUM EAST ELEVATION 1:200

MUSEUM LONGITUDINAL SECTION 1:200
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The Munch Museum is an extension of the area's ribbon gesture. In the museum, these 
ribbons become enclosed gallery ªtubesº of varying height and width. These wind their 
way around assorted double- and triple-height spaces, with character ranging from the 
intimate to the sublime. These tubes intersect at points, which introduces variety in move-
ment and in use. The resulting interior spaces are thus connected, but with ever-changing 
characteristics. The connectivity and continuity also allows the exhibitons to occupy any 
length necessary. Artwork and displays can be con®gured according to the intentions of 
the curator, with smaller exhibits comfortably adjacent to much larger ones. In balance 
with these more ¯uid, ¯exible galleries are some more specialized spaces dedicated to 
speci®c works such as ªAlma Mater,º ªThe Sun,º ªMadonna,º and ªThe Scream.º

INTERSECTION, VARIETY AND FLEXIBILITY
MUNCH MUSEUM SPACES

MUSEUM TRANSVERSE SECTION 1:200

SITE PLAN, BASEMENT LEVEL 1:1000

MUSEUM SOUTH ELEVATION 1:200

MUSEUM NORTH ELEVATION 1:200

MUSEUM TRANSVERSE SECTION 1:200

MUSEUM EXTERIOR, VIEW OF THE MUSEUM FROM THE A11 ªFJORD 
ISLAND,º WINTER
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MUSEUM INTERIOR, VIEW OF THE MULTI-PURPOSE SPACE (CONFERENCE HALL)

The Munch Museum area includes an array of amenities. Public spaces are placed in a way that allows everyone to enjoy different combina-
tions of city-related activities and recreation in nature. The ªFjord Parkº of the A11 island sits at one end of this spectrum, taking advantage of 
the natural surroundings of the fjord. The Museum Plaza enjoys views on either side on the site, including the lush green atmosphere of Aker-
selvallmenningen, and the more urban character of Stasjonsallmenningen. The ground level of the housing component (on lots B1 and B4) is 
entirely activated by commercial program, including bars, cafes, and restaurants. Balancing this mix is the Munch Museum's own Shop and 
Restaurant.

The housing also follows the idea of the ribbon or loop, but in a different approach as with the Museum. Housing units form smaller rings, 
or elevated, human-scale neighborhoods.  Gaps between these rings creates terraces for people to enjoy the views from their own ¯oors. 
These housing rings also surround courtyards, which are connected by a continuous series of gardens, semi-private outdoor space for the 
residents. Natural wood screens and gently stepping balconies provide a warm character for the facades, creating a new identity and housing 
type for Olso's waterfront living.

ªFJORD SPACESº IN AN URBAN SETTING
THE MUNCH AREA CITY AMENITIES
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HOUSING FIRST LEVEL 1:500

HOUSING THIRD LEVEL 1:500

HOUSING FOURTH LEVEL 1:500
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